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has been made possible through religion " as its invincible ally." The 
central power of this ethical development in the human race is con- 
science, which he calls " a kind of ideal will." The essay on Schleier- 
macher is discriminating and just. The other five, while very brief, 
contain much that is suggestive. The author is evidently at home in 
the speculative thought of both Germany and England. — A. J. 
Ramaker. 

Life: Its Mysteries Now and after Death. By Alexander Wright. 
(Edinburgh: Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier, 1901; pp. 230; 3s. 6d., 
net.) The author of this little book, for twenty-five years minister of 
the United Free High Church at Musselburgh, passed away while his 
work was still in the printer's hands. As a memorial of a faithful 
minister's life-work, and an expression of his views "regarding some of 
the difficult problems touching our life now, and that which is to come," 
it will doubtless find sympathetic readers in the circle of his parish- 
ioners and friends. It would be unfair to the author to judge his book 
by the serious standard applied to those who are workers at first hand 
in the field of theology. The reader will be sufficiently informed 
of its character when we say that within a brief 230 pages room is 
found for chapters on themes as varied and difficult as " The Silence of 
God," "The Problem of Evil in the World," "The Providence 
of God," " Man and His Destiny," " Prayer and its Paradoxes," "Pain, 
Its Mystery and Meaning," " Death : What Is It ? " " The Immortality 
of the Soul," "Spiritualism," "The State of the Blessed Dead," 
" The Intermediate State of Souls," " The Resurrection," "The Final 
Judgment," " The Consummation of All Things," and " The Inaugura- 
tion of the Eternal Kingdom of God." — Wm. Adams Brown. 

Die Verwandschaft der judisch-christlichen mit der parsischen 
Eschatologie. Von Ernst B6klen. (Gottingen : Vandenhoeck & 
Ruprecht, 1902; pp. 150; M. 4.) The subject of the book is one 
much discussed of late. The works of Stave (1898) and Soderblom 
(1901), the articles of Kohut (ZDMG) and Cheyne (Exp. Times), and 
the references of the latter to the subject in his Bampton and American 
Lectures, are evidences of recent interest. Soderblom stands at one 
extreme in denying the dependence of Judaism on Parsism ; Cheyne 
and Kohut represent the opposite extreme. The book of Boklen is 
mediating. Its primary design is to collect the materials, and its array 
of parallels is large and instructive. It has demonstrated that, in the 
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field of eschatology at least, Judaism and Parsism have striking like- 
nesses. But the author declines to assign the priority of possession to 
either religion, holding that two considerations stand in the way of a 
decision : (i) the uncertainty as to the date of the Avesta, (2) the 
possibility that the likenesses in question are common also to other 
religions, are part of the primitive stock of religious ideas and images. 
He cites illustrative material from many other religions on some of the 
points. The author's industry in gathering materials and his conserva- 
tism in passing judgment on the difficult problem are most commend- 
able. This monograph is a noteworthy contribution to the subject. It 
could have been made more useful by furnishing indexes of passages 
cited. — G. S. Goodspeed. 

Martineau 's Religionsphilosophie. By Orlo Josiah Price. (Leipzig, 
1902 ; pp. 104.) This monograph is the doctor's dissertation presented 
by the author to the faculty of the university of Leipzig. In the first 
part of his work Dr. Price sets forth very clearly and distinctly the 
relation of Martineau to the predominant tendencies of the nineteenth 
century, the main propositions of his philosophical convictions, the 
urgency of his essentially moral temperament. Dr. Price has done 
well to impress upon his readers the many-sidedness of Martineau's 
interests, his appreciation of the fact that every field of experience 
must be permitted to speak for itself, his earnest endeavor justly to 
evaluate and intelligently to organize these different fields. Perhaps 
we may say that Martineau's significance for present-day thought lies 
in the spirit and the method of his work, rather than in the actual 
results obtained. That the tools used by Martineau, in the fabrication 
of his intellectual structure, are not of essential value today when 
judged by recent scientific and philosophic criteria, Dr. Price has very 
well indicated in the second part of his work. And yet it must be said 
that Martineau's conceptions, outdated though they may be, are recent 
when compared with many of the conceptions of the average con- 
temporary apologist. It is to be hoped, therefore, that the author's 
necessarily brief outline of Martineau's system may lead the theologi- 
cally minded to a more complete appreciation of this singularly sincere, 
broad-minded, and acute thinker. — S. F. MacLennan. 

Evolution and its Bearing on Religions. By A. J. Dadson. (New 
York: Dutton, 1901 ; pp.268; $i.2$,net.) This is a popular reproduc- 
tion of the views of Haeckel and Draper. We are not competent to 



